Anspruch (m) – Claim

(Massen)Arbeitslosigkeit (f) – (Mass) Unemployment

Begrüßungsgeld (nt) – Welcome money (DM100) 

besserwisserisch – Know-it-all - An adjective sometimes used by eastern Germans about the western Germans. 

als…brandmarken – To brand somebody as…

BRD (f) Bundesrepublik Deutschland – Federal Republic of Germany

DDR (f) Deutsche Demokratische Republik – East Germany

Eigentum (nt) – Property. 

Einigungsvertrag (m) – The unification treaty signed by West Germany and East Germany on 31/8/1990.

Einkommen (nt) – Income

entlassen – To dismiss (an employee) 

FDJ (f) Frei Deutsche Jugend – Free German Youth. Government-run youth movement in the DDR.

Gauck-Behörde (f) Bundesbeauftragter für die Unterlagen des Staatssicherheitsdienstes der ehemaligen DDR – Post-unification authority with responsibility for the vastly extensive files of the Stasi. 

Grenzsoldat (m) – Border guard 

Grenzübergang (m) – Border crossing checkpoint 

Grundgesetz (nt) – The Basic Law, or written constitution of Germany 

Kombinat (nt) – East German word for a large amalgamated industrial complex 

Konkurrenzkampf (m) – Aggressive competition

Kundgebung (f) – Demonstration, rally 

Lebensqualität (f) – Quality of life, standard of living 

Lohn (m) – Salary, pay 

Neue Bundesländer – New federal states

Marktwirtschaft (f) – Market economy, free enterprise 

Meinungsfreiheit (f) – Freedom of opinion, and the freedom to express it 

Miethai (m) – “Rent shark”. Slang expression referring to landlords who charge high rates of rent on flats and houses.

Oder-Neiße-Linie (f) – This line, formed by the western banks of the Oder River and the Neiße River, forms the eastern border between Germany and Poland. 

Ossi (m) – Slang term for an eastern German (Ostdeutscher) 

PDS (f) – Partei des Demokratischen Sozialismus – After the fall of the Berlin Wall the SED renamed itself the PDS on 4th February 1990. 

Pioniere – (Young Pioneers) – Government-run children’s movement in the DDR Pressefreiheit (f) – Freedom of the press 

Rechtsextremisten – Right-wing groups of people who abused and attacked foreigners particularly in the early years after German unification in 1990.

Rentner (m) – Pensioner, retired person reliant on government benefits. 

Republikflucht (f) – The official DDR name of the crime of escaping from the country

versuchte Republikflucht – Attempted escape from the country

sanieren – To re-organise, re-adjust something

SED (f) – Sozialistisches Einheitspartei Deutschlands – Socialist Unity Party

Sozialhilfe (f) – Welfare payments, unemployment benefits 

Staatsverleumdung (f) – DDR crime of slandering the State 

Stasi (m) Staatssicherheitsdienst – The State Secret Police of the DDR

Steuer (f) – Tax 

Steuererhöhung (f) – Tax increase 

Treuhandanstalt (f) – Government body responsible for privatising former state-owned businesses in East Germany after unification. 

Übersiedler (m) – A person who, during the time of the two Germanys, escaped from or was able to move from the DDR and settled in the BRD. 

Umschulung (f) – Job re-training 

Unternehmer (m) – Entrepreneur, employer, industrialist 

(Wieder)Vereinigung (f) – (Re)Unification

Vergangenheitsbewältigung (f) – The mental process of confronting and coming to terms with the past; a difficult concept for many East Germans to this day.
Vertrag (m) – Agreement, contract 

Volkskammer (f) – The national parliament of the DDR

Volkspolizei – The police force in the DDR 

Währung (f) – Currency 

Währungsunion (f) – On the 1st July 1990, a major step towards re-unification of the two Germanys was taken when the West German DM was introduced across East German territory. 

Warenangebot (nt) – Range of goods 

Wende (f) – Change, or 'turning-point'

Wessi (m) – Slang term for a western German (Westdeutscher)

Wirtschaft (f) – Economy 
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