Main Events of the Time of the fall of the Berlin Wall
Very early on the morning of October 10, 1989, President Richard von Weizsacker of West Germany and a few aides stepped through the Berlin Wall near the Brandenburg Gate and entered no man's land. They almost froze when, after a few moments, they saw approaching them an army lieutenant of the East German border police. 
He was clearly as confused as they were by the previous night's scenes of unbridled joy, when the Wall had been breached eights hours before schedule. He kept interrupting his purposeful stride until, abreast of them, he froze in indecision, his hand near his gun. 
Only a newly arrived Australian television crew, quite unaware of the momentousness of the scene and the players they were filming, witnessed the sequence. 
The lieutenant hesitated before he slowly drew his hand to his temple in salute: 'Welcome, Mr President, everything is going to plan no reports of any disturbances.' 
This formal but friendly recognition of the federal president's authority symbolised the coming together of the two German peoples and states after 40 years of division. Almost exactly a year later, on Wednesday, he will solemnly seal the restoration of German unity and sovereignty at a grand ceremony in Berlin's Philharmonia Hall. 
The Wall, provisionally made of barbed-wire, had been erected in the night of 12-13 August 1961 by the Communist regime of Walter Ulbricht. The world, above all the people of Berlin, were outraged but did nothing; Harold Macmillan, the British Prime Minister, typically, saw no reason to leave the grouse-moors of Scotland. 
Its construction and the West's look-away reaction, especially that of Konrad Adenauer, the first federal Chancellor, brought to a temporary end any lingering dream of German unification. This dream had survived during the bitter years of occupation after Hitler's defeat, the year-long Berlin blockade of 1948-49, the formation of two separate states in 1949 at the start of the Cold War, the bloody repression of the June 1953 uprising in East Germany and the collapse of numerous but half-hearted attempts by the four victorious wartime powers to resolve the German Question. 
The history of Germany in the last 45 years is the history of a divided Europe. It is the uneven development of two states and societies, politically, economically and socially, a process of growing apart criss-crossed by one of their coming together. And, even this week, it remains incomplete. 
The critical period was the decade after the war when the West decided to rebuild the western half of Germany and Europe as a bulwark against the Soviet Union, and a shining example of democratic freedom and economic success. 
Adenauer is credited by Helmut Kohl, the first all-German Chancellor since Admiral Donitz (who held that officer for a brief week after Hitler's suicide) as the father of today's German unity. But Adenauer's route to unity lay through integration with the West as a separate state joining Nato and, later, helping to found the EEC. 
Ironically, in view of today's political arguments, it was the Social Democrats in opposition who most vociferously attacked him for making unity a secondary priority. This reached its apogee in the furore over Stalin's Notes in 1952. 
In March 1952, only a year before Stalin's death, he sent the first of three notes proposing unification, a peace treaty with Germany and the removal of all occupying forces. The price, rejected by Adenauer above all, was neutrality. The federal republic was engaged in concluding treaties with the three Western allies (the Germany Treaty) and with West European neighbours, apart from the UK, in the European Defence Community. 
Historians differ to this day over whether Stalin's offer was genuine or whether it was yet another attempt to delay Western integration, economic and military, and hence further his expansionist plans. But, either way, the offer fell because the West could not accept in the end his terms for free elections without UN control. 
An apparently final opportunity for resolving the German Question was passed over when, on June 17, 1953, as tens of thousands on the streets of East Berlin and other East German cities demanded free all-German elections and better living standards, Walter Ulbricht, his own police unable to cope, called on Soviet troops to put down, bloodily, the greatest challenge to his state so far. 
The repression that followed, however, did not kill off the popular demand for freedom, democracy and well-being. As the federal republic entered the years of the economic miracle under Ludwig Erhard, East Germans continued to flee to the West. Between the founding of the state in May 1949 and the building of the Wall in August 1961 around 2.5 million settled in West Germany. 
The dominant reality between then and October 1989, when East Germany celebrated its 40th anniversary just before its impending collapse, was two-statedness. 
In a keynote speech in July 1963 the prominent Social Democrat, Egon Bahr, proposed what was be the dominant theme of the following decade and more: Wandel durch Annaherung (change through rapprochement). 
The speech at a Protestant college in Tutzingen marked the start of what was to become Willy Brandt's Ostpolitik after the Social Democrats took office in 1966, the highlights of which were the 1970 journey to Erfurt to meet, amid cheering crowds, Willi Stoph, the East German Premier, and the signing of the treaties with Poland and the Soviet Union. 
The critical argument now is whether this entire process, including formal mutual recognition by the two Germanies in 1972-73, delayed and impeded unification. 
As events after the Wall came down proved, Germany and its citizens on either side of the border were the main beneficiaries of President Gorbachev's decision to set in train the dissolution of the Soviet empire. All plans for preserving two states in a new guise, such as a confederation, were swiftly rendered redundant by popular will and Helmut Kohl's seizure of the hour. 
But this week, even as Germany celebrates its restored unity and sovereignty, the 40-year legacy remains. East Germany may have effectively ceased to exist with monetary union on July 1 this year but, many Germans believe, it will take at least another decade before its former citizens and their Western brothers and sisters are socially and economically a cohesive whole. 

Interactive Guide : http://www.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,5860,100285,00.html 
Background to Berlin Wall (youtube) - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MM2qq5J5A1s 
Longer version: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_eCVhCGYwE&feature=related 
Youtube 10 years later http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHM7cwpydwE 
1962 – The Wall - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nch5MbnvTqY 
Shhoting people who went over the wall - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPBd_WsTolo&feature=related 
Barriers to stop escape : http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jMwUdCM1h0&feature=related 
Berlin Wall – Past and Present http://berlinwall.soaringdevelopment.com/divisions.aspx 

Historical Importance of the Berlin Wall: The Berlin Wall was the physical division between West Berlin and East Germany. However, it was also the symbolic boundary between democracy and Communism during the Cold War. 
Dates: August 13, 1961 -- November 9, 1989 
Overview of the Berlin Wall: 
The Berlin Wall was erected in the dead of night and for 28 years kept East Germans from fleeing to the West. Its destruction, which was nearly as instantaneous as its creation, was celebrated around the world. 
A Divided Berlin 
At the end of World War II, the Allied powers divided conquered Germany into four zones, each occupied by either the United States, Great Britain, France, or the Soviet Union (as agreed at the Potsdam Conference). The same was done with Germany's capital city, Berlin. 
As the relationship between the Soviet Union and the other three Allied powers quickly disintegrated, the cooperative atmosphere of the occupation of Germany turned competitive and aggressive. Although an eventual reunification of Germany had been intended, the new relationship between the Allied powers turned Germany into West versus East, democracy versus Communism. 
In 1949, this new organization of Germany became official when the three zones occupied by the United States, Great Britain, and France combined to form West Germany (the Federal Republic of Germany). The zone occupied by the Soviet Union quickly followed by forming East Germany (the German Democratic Republic). 
This same division into West and East occurred in Berlin. Since the city of Berlin had been situated entirely within the Soviet zone of occupation, West Berlin became an island of democracy within Communist East Germany. 
Mass Emigration 
Within a short period of time after the war, living conditions in West Germany and East Germany became distinctly different. With the help and support of its occupying powers, West Germany set up a capitalist society and experienced such a rapid growth of their economy that it became known as the "economic miracle." With hard work, individuals living in West Germany were able to live well, buy gadgets and appliances, and to travel as they wished. 
Nearly the opposite was true in East Germany. Since the Soviet Union had viewed their zone as a spoil of war, the Soviets pilfered factory equipment and other valuable assets from their zone and shipped them back to the Soviet Union. When East Germany became its own country, it was under the direct influence of the Soviet Union and thus a Communist society was established. In East Germany, the economy dragged and individual freedoms were severely restricted. 
By the late 1950s, many people living in East Germany wanted out. No longer able to stand the repressive living conditions of East Germany, they would pack up their bags and head to West Berlin. Although some of them would be stopped on their way, hundreds of thousands of others made it across the border. Once across, these refugees were housed in warehouses and then flown to West Germany. Many of those who escaped were young, trained professionals. By the early 1960s, East Germany was rapidly losing both its labor force and its population. 
Having already lost 2.5 million people by 1961, East Germany desperately needed to stop this mass exodus. The obvious leak was the easy access East Germans had to West Berlin. With the support of the Soviet Union, there had been several attempts to simply take over West Berlin in order to eliminate this exit point. Although the Soviet Union even threatened the United States with the use of nuclear weapons over this issue, the United States and other Western countries were committed to defending West Berlin. 
Desperate to keep its citizens, East Germany decided to build a wall to prevent them from crossing the border. 
The Berlin Wall Goes Up 
There had been rumours that something might happen to tighten the border of East and West Berlin, but no one was expecting the speed nor the absoluteness of the Wall. 
Just past midnight on the night of August 12-13, 1961, trucks with soldiers and construction workers rumbled through East Berlin. While most Berliners were sleeping, these crews began tearing up streets that entered into West Berlin, dug holes to put up concrete posts, and strung barbed wire all across the border between East and West Berlin. Telephone wires between East and West Berlin were also cut. 
Berliners were shocked when they woke up that morning. What had once been a very fluid border was now rigid. No longer could East Berliners cross the border for operas, plays, soccer games, etc. No longer could the approximately 60,000 commuters head to West Berlin for well-paying jobs. No longer could families, friends, and lovers cross the border to meet their loved ones. Whichever side of the border one went to sleep on during the night of August 12, they were stuck on that side for decades. 
The Size and Scope of the Berlin Wall 
The Berlin Wall stretched over a hundred miles. It ran not only through the center of Berlin, but also wrapped around West Berlin, entirely cutting West Berlin off from the rest of East Germany. 
The wall itself went through four major transformations during its 28-year history. The Berlin Wall started out as a barbed-wire fence with concrete posts, but just a few days after the first fence was placed, it was quickly replaced with a sturdier, more permanent structure made out of concrete blocks, topped with barbed wire. 
The first two versions of the wall (barbed wire and concrete blocks) were replaced by the third version of the Berlin Wall in 1965. This version consisted of a concrete wall, supported by steel girders. 
The fourth version of the Berlin Wall, constructed from 1975 to 1980, was the most complicated and thorough. It consisted of concrete slabs reaching nearly 12-feet high (3.6 m) and 4-feet wide (1.2 m), plus it had a smooth pipe running across the top to hinder people from scaling the Wall. 
The Berlin Wall began as a simple fence but evolved over time into a complex deterrent system. By the time the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, there was a 300-foot No-Man's-Land, an additional inner wall, soldiers patrolling with dogs, a raked ground that showed footprints, anti-vehicle trenches, electric fences, massive light systems, watchtowers, bunkers, and minefields. 
Although most of the border between East and West consisted of layers of preventative measures, there were little more than a handful of official openings along the Berlin Wall. These openings, called checkpoints, were for the infrequent use of officials and others with special permission to cross the border. The most famous of these was Checkpoint Charlie, located on the border between East and West Berlin at Friedrichstrasse. Checkpoint Charlie was the main access point for Allied personnel and Westerners to cross the border. (Soon after the Berlin Wall was built, Checkpoint Charlie became an icon of the Cold War and was frequently featured in movies and books set during this time period.) 
Escape Attempts 
The Berlin Wall did prevent the majority of East Germans from emigrating to the West, but it did not prevent them all. During the history of the Berlin Wall, it is estimated that about 5,000 people made it safely across. 
Some successful attempts were simple, like throwing a rope over the Wall and climbing up. Others were brash like ramming a truck or bus into the Wall and making a run for it. Still others were suicidal, like jumping from the not-yet-boarded-up, upper-story windows of apartment buildings that bordered the Wall. 
As the Wall became stronger and larger, the escape attempts became more planned and more complex. Some people dug tunnels from the basements of buildings in East Berlin, under the Berlin Wall, and into West Berlin. Another group saved scraps of cloth and built a hot air balloon and flew over the Wall. 
Unfortunately, not all escape attempts were successful. Since the East German guards were allowed to shoot anyone nearing the eastern side of the Berlin Wall without warning, there was always a chance of death in any and all escape plots. It is estimated that somewhere between 100 and 200 East Germans died while attempting to cross the Berlin Wall. 
One of the most infamous cases of a failed attempt occurred on August 17, 1962. In the early afternoon, two 18-year-old young men ran toward the Wall with the intention on scaling it. The first of the young men to reach the Wall successfully scaled it. The second one, Peter Fechter, was not so lucky. As he was about to scale the wall, a border guard opened fire. Peter continued to climb the Wall, but ran out of energy just as he reached the top. He then tumbled back onto the East German side of the Wall. To the shock of the world, Peter was just left there. The East German guards did not shoot him again nor did they go to his aid. Peter shouted in agony for nearly an hour. Once he had bled to death, East German guards carried off his body. He became the 50th person to die at the Berlin Wall and a symbol of the struggle for freedom. 
The Fall of the Berlin Wall 
The fall of the Berlin Wall happened nearly as suddenly as its rise. There had been signs that the Communist bloc was weakening, but the East German Communist leaders insisted that East Germany just needed a moderate change rather than a drastic revolution. East German citizens did not agree. 
As Communism began to falter in Poland, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia in 1988 and 1989, new exodus points were opened to East Germans who wanted to flee to the West. Then suddenly, on the evening of November 9, 1989, an announcement made by East German government official Günter Schabowski stated, "Permanent relocations can be done through all border checkpoints between the GDR (East Germany) into the FRG (West Germany) or West Berlin." 
People were in shock. Were the borders really open? East Germans tentatively approached the border and indeed found that the border guards were letting people cross. Very quickly, the Berlin Wall was inundated with people from both sides. Some began chipping at the Berlin Wall with hammers and chisels. There was an impromptu huge celebration along the Berlin Wall, with people hugging, kissing, singing, cheering, and crying. 
The Berlin Wall was eventually chipped away, into smaller pieces (some the size of a coin and others in big slabs). The pieces have become collectibles and are stored in both homes and museums. 
After the Berlin Wall came down, East and West Germany reunified into a single German state on October 3, 1990. 

